It almost appears paradoxical, but in these uncertain and anxiety‐ridden SARS‐CoV‐2 times concerns with the social have returned with a vengeance. By social here I do not only mean the manifold forms of kindness, solidarity and community that have emerged on so many levels and scales, but also calls for a new kind of socialism, for alternative forms of economic distribution, production and justice. To be fair, such calls did exist in queer, feminist and radical left communities before COVID‐19 made it palpably clear that economic practices exclusively steeped in practices of private entrepreneurship, fiscal austerity and supposedly self‐regulatory markets do not work in the interest of all. Yet the ways in which in many parts of the world not only significant emergency response benefit packages are being offered to many, but some economic sectors have even come to a halt, have shown that an economic system many thought it was impossible to slow down. In other words, the once unimaginable has become possible.

While all of this halting can and does look like good news for those who look for alternatives to the ways in which our economies are run, the question is how to keep the futures that have emerged as possible futures open, or -- even better yet -- make them less fragile. This is one of the key issues activists are often up against. Yet it also marks a key issue that should engage anthropologists. By future I do not simply mean a temporal form of continuous succession, or a drifting off into insubstantial dreams or flights of fancy. Rather, I mean realms of potentiality and imagination, especially if those can be paired with practical exercises and the real world. For example, in thinking about work and the economy (although this is certainly not the only realm we should be considering), would it be possible for us to imagine an economic system that does not privilege production and profit but care? Could we imagine a system that enables citizens to work in more meaningful ways, rather than in often meaningless jobs? Which parts of our self‐understandings are we prepared to give up to not revert to pre‐COVID‐19 climate regimes?

To be sure, there exist many scenarios for futures. And all of them provide grounds for fear as well as hope. I am not saying that all of us have to become activists, but it would be fitting for anthropologists to consider conference and workshop practices, as well as research agendas, that would assist us with not only imagining but also enacting social, political and economic transformations.
